


Interior Silviculture Sub-Committee (ISSC) Minutes
Conference Call, Dec 18, 2017
Attendance: 
· Present: Carolyn Stevens, Kori Vernier, Larry Fielding, Megan Hanacek, Paul Rehsler, Roger Powell, Nina Sigloch, Bill Laing, Grant Glessing Darcy Lillico, Lorree Lucas (for David Jackson)
· Regrets/Absent:, Catherine Bealle Statland, Miodrag Tkalec, Mari Schenkeveld, David Jackson, Todd Schmidt
Meeting started at 10:30 a.m.
1. Meeting Minutes and Actions:  Paul Rehsler reviewed the Action Items 

· Action Item (1-0207):. The presentation on “BEC modelling of Species Selection” remains deferred. Paul will ask Pam Dykstra when it may be ready to present to the ISSC. Deferred
· Action Item 2 (5,6,7-0606):  . The Maximum Density document was discussed at the November meeting. Completed Nov 15, 2017
· Action Item (9-0801): Nina to confirm if post spacing treatment density serves another purpose. Deferred
· Action Item (10,11,12-0801) The Repression Density Treatment Key updates comments and updates will be incorporated into the Maximum Density Briefing Notes and Work Plan.  Completed Nov 15, 2017
· Action Item (17-0801) Greg has been invited to the Feb 6th meeting, and surveys will be a standing agenda item. Completed Jan 15, 2018)
· Action Item (12-1010) Where Enhanced Basic Silviculture will be applied will be a standing agenda items discussed as part of the EBS Briefing Note / Work Plan. Completed Dec 18, 2017)
· Action Item (13-1010) The FTP site address will be added to future agendas.  Here is the slightly revised address (NB: underscore added between words to get rid of the ‘%20’ for spaces)
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/HFP/external/!publish/Interior_Silviculture_SubCommittee/
Completed Jan 15, 2018
· Action Item (15-1010) We have Darcy and Bill’s email addresses now, they can access the FTP site, its public.  Completed Dec 18,2017
· Action Item (16-1010) Kori has contacted Weyco and her contacts. Completed Dec 18, 2017
· Action Item (17-1010) Todd to check with Rob at West Fraser in Quesnel regarding impacts from the fires in the area west of Quesnel. Deferred
· Action Item (18-1010) Did Tolko have any issues with max density from fires?  Completed Dec 18, 2017
· Action Item (18-1116) – Paul and Nina to revise and refine the Briefing Note and develop a Work Plan on “Stocking Standards as Required Forest Stewardship Plan Content”, and circulate to the ISSC for review, and then forward to OIFs for review and feedback. Ongoing
· Action Item (19-1116) – Kori to send Nina a list of the OIF members list. Completed Dec 18, 2017
· Action Item (20-1116) – Kori and Grant to review Ken’s notes, and develop a Briefing Note based on the issues and discussions from the groups on Maximum Density. Ongoing
· Action Item (21-1116) – Kori and Grant will decide what to do with the post density after it is separated out of the Issues Note. Ongoing
· Action Item (22-1116) – Grant and Kerri/Darcy will compile a Briefing Note, and present options to make recommendations. Ongoing
· Action Item (23-1116) – Kori will forward information from the FGC. Ongoing
· Action Item (24-1116) – Paul to get a list of attendees at the September presentation on the impact models for Gall Rust and Comandra Rust. Ongoing
· Action Item (25-1116) – Paul to add to the Priority List, “Invite Greg Jorgenson as a guest speaker to an ISSC meeting for an opportunity to provide feedback on alternatives to the current survey methodology”. Completed Jan 15, 2018

2. Removal of Stocking Standards form the FSP – Paul: 
Paul reported that he has shared the ISSC Briefing Note with Shannon Pearce.  Shannon works for Resource Practices Branch as the Sustainable Forest Management Policy Officer, and is responsible for preparing Requests for Legislation changes.  Paul has started putting together a work plan for this FSP topic that includes:  Rewriting the Briefing Note; N/SOIFs endorsement, buy-in from the Coast OIFs Silviculture Working Group; All TSAs develop a common set of stocking standards, Regulation is revised.  It was pointed out that approved variations will need to be considered on a block by block basis; and these would have to link to timber objectives.

3. Maximum Density –Kori 
Kori has not connected with Grant; therefore, little progress to report. 

4. Wildfire Reforestation Strategy:  Grant 
Grant provided a one-page draft briefing note describing three key aspects of the 2017 wildfire reforestation: i) Planning and Priorities, (ii) S.108 process and funding and (iii) seed supply and resources (see attached).  

There have been some strategic level discussions.  Resource Practices Branch is working on retention guidelines, Forest Improvement and Research Management Branch (FIRM) will provide seed and seedling direction, and FFT is working on a Treasury Board submission for S108 funding.
Licensees have questioned some of the assumptions going into the reforestation assumptions 
(e.g. low severity is 100% natural regen).  

Sowing for 2019 will likely first be for most recent cutblocks that were burned, the ones that don’t require any site prep.  Cariboo will look at areas to site prep in 2018 too.  Severity mapping is used for the provincial estimate of S108 funding.  Operationally, there needs to be a better estimate, before making a S108 application.

How will licensees get all the S108 applications submitted in a timely manner? Concern is expressed that licensees will overwhelm the system and process by submitting all S108 submissions.  Can they do this over two years?  Because can’t plant all in 2018.  If S108 application is approved, then licensees can plan for it over 2-3 years.

Action Item (1-1218):  FFT program to provide strategic reforestation direction to licensees after Treasury Board approval is received.

5. Enhanced Basic Silviculture:  Paul reported that a memo is being prepared for the Chief Forester and ADM Operations, Pricing and First Nations Division.  
For S108 applications, the stand is restored to its pre-fire condition, therefore plant 1400/ha.  Can FES dollars be used to increase stocking to 2000/ha? The same principle applies to all licensee obligation areas, can FES funds be used to increase stocking levels?  Or is the enhanced basic silviculture allowance the only avenue?
ACTION ITEM (3-1218):  Paul to explore the implications of both S108 and FES funding for same block.  
6. Others Items:
Climate Based Seed Transfer: there was a meeting last week that Kori attended.  Licensees are using CBST in sowing requests.  In 2018, SPAR will include CBST.
ACTION ITEM (3-1218): Add CBST Updates to future Agendas.

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adjorn: The meeting was adjourned at 11: 50 a.m.  The next conference call meeting will be held on February 6th, 2018 from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm.
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